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Mary McLeod Bethune
(1875-1955)

Introduction

	Many students drop out before receiving their high school diploma’s, plenty receive their diploma’s but never enroll in college, there is a major percent that enroll, and end up with incomplete degrees for many different reasons, in general over time students become full of excuses to drop out, procrastinate which leads them to fall way behind, sometimes students lose the will to obtain a degree. They hear the stories of how 5 percent out of 100 college dropouts became rich and immediately they think that’s them, but think of the 95 percent of college dropouts who don’t make it, do you really want to be one of them? Success is something you work for and it’s difficult at times but how is it not worth it in the end? Would you rather be making above average in wages annually or below? Students today complain and give too many excuses; we should take people from the past and use them as an example people like Mary McLeod Bethune an African American woman born into poverty and slavery who overcame it all and became a college graduate. Mary was a leader, president of the National Association of Colored women, delegate, advisor, director, and founder of a institute recognized as the “Bethune-Cookman College today. She was awarded Medals of Honor, Merit some of the highest awards in the country were given to Bethune for her achievements. 



History
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mary McLeod was born on July 10, 1875 in Maysville South Carolina.  She was born the 
15th child of seventeen to Patsy and Samuel McLeod, both of Mary’s parents and older siblings 
were former slaves prior to “The Proclamation Emancipation”. Mary was raised on very meager 
means in a small cabin located on a piece of land the McLeod family used to harvest cotton.  At 
a very young age Mary was expected to work  and pick cotton along with her parents and 
siblings. It would be this work ethic that would set the foundation for years to come.    
	Mary was 7 years old when she attended her first day of school, in 1882. School 
was held in a living room of an old shack near the railroad five miles from her home which Mary 
diligently walked everyday by herself. The school was organized by the Northern Church 
Missionaries, whose objective was to end Negro illiteracy. Mary became a very astute student 
and, quickly recognized the value of education.  She was taught by a woman named Emma 
Wilson whose influence would have a lasting impression throughout Mary’s life. Mary 
graduated from this school at the age of 12 with more determination and commitment regarding 
her education.  
	Mary became the recipient of a scholarship from a white woman named Mary Crissman 
making it possible to continue her education and attend Scotia Seminary in Concord, North 
Carolina in the fall of 1887.
	This was her first experience where white and blacks were  not segregated.  Many of 
Mary’s teachers were white and they would freely express their views and 
sentiments regarding racial equality.  This would set the precedence for Mary and the promise of 
 her future.  Mary completed her schooling there and applied to Moody Bible Institute in 
Chicago in 1894.  
	It was there she quickly realized her passion was in helping others.  She applied to 
become a missionary in Africa but was informed there were no openings for Negros.  Devastated 
by the news but, not hardened Mary accepted her first teaching position at Haines Institution in 
Augusta, Georgia.  In 1898 while in Augusta she met and married Albertus Bethune, they soon 
relocated to Savannah, Georgia where a year later her son Albert was born. 
	Mary’s dream of opening her own school continued to taunt her. However, this dream 
was not  mutually shared by her spouse.  She and her son moved to Daytona, Florida and on 
October 3, 1904 she opened the doors to her school and, dream, The Daytona Normal and 
Industrial Institute for Negro Girls. Her opening enrollment was only 5 students however, 
within two years her enrollment increased to 250.  Mary never turned anyone away. 
	It didn’t take long before she realized she needed a bigger building. And, although she 
didn’t have the funds to build a new school she purchased a piece of property that was being 
used as a dump.  Mary quickly went to work knocking on doors, making phone calls and selling 
her ideals to anyone who would listen. Her efforts came to fruition and in 1907 Mary moved into 
her new building Faith Hall eventually other buildings were built on the property including the
Patsy McLeod Hospital and, in 1925 her school became a college.
	Mary was an advocate for racial equality and was involved in civil and community
organizations, African American Women’s clubs, The Red Cross, and NAACP. She always 
welcomed the opportunity to bridge any racial barrier. Often Mary could be heard giving public 
speeches on education and human rights.  Mary became friends with President Roosevelt and 
together they worked to implement programs to involve the young black community.  In 1949 
Mary received A Honorary Doctorate Degree from Rollins College and the Medal of Honor and 
Merit from the President of Haiti.
	Mary died on May 18, 1955 she was buried on the property where her college was built. 
Today a bronze statue stands in Lincoln Park, Washington D.C. honoring the late Mary McLeod 
Bethune, and in 1985 a stamp was issued in her honor.

“I leave you love, I leave you hope.  I leave you the challenge of developing confidence in one
another.  I leave you thirst for education.  I leave you respect for the use of power.  I leave you 
faith.  I leave you racial dignity.”  (Quote from her last will and testament written before her 
death in 1955.)

Purpose

	At a very young age Mary McLeod had a purpose a vision.  She understood the value in
education and the empowerment that is gained from having an education.
	One day while accompanying her mother to her former “Master’s” residence she came 
upon two young white girls out in the yard  playing in their playhouse. The girls invited her to 
play with them however, she was quickly given the job of tending the baby and tidying things 
up.  But Mary was more interested in a book she spotted.  She began turning the pages when it 
was abruptly taken from her.  One of the girls scolded her and said,” put down that book, you 
can’t read it.” (Greene, Mary McLeod Bethune Champion for Education p.9) From that day 
forward Mary promised herself she would find a way to learn to read. She surmised that “white 
folk” had nicer things because they knew how to read and write, and with knowing how to read 
and write came power.  
	Mary eventually was chosen to attend a Presbyterian School offered by missionaries 
whose objective was to stop negro illiteracy. “From the first, I made my learning, what little it was, useful every way I could,” (Owens Peare, Mary McLeod Bethune p.43) she wrote later in life.
	Mary knew she had the right be schooled and educated.  She made it her life- long 
purpose to bridge racial barriers and work towards racial equality extending herself beyond all 
boundaries.  Mary worked in various jobs and positions giving way to her purpose, bridging and
empowering the African American culture.  Mary used herself as a role model and exemplified 
human kindness.
	Time and generations are constantly evolving. However, I pose the question have we 
defied biased ignorance? Have we continued Mary’s purpose, bridging racial barriers? Is 
equality part of our mainstream lives? I say not.  Yes, strides have been taken but we must not 
become passive in our efforts, we must all do our part and extend ourselves across social 
boundaries.  Equality must remain vigilant in all of us.  Let our neighbors, friends and strangers 
have equal rights.  The color of skin, sexual orientation or ethnic background should not hinder 
us from acceptance. Let us all value what has been courageously fought for from those before us, 
and may we all strive to change those differences that still negatively plague us.  Let it be our 
“purpose” to bridge racial and social boundaries.  Make equality be our dream.
	Everyday the media exposes a story on a group, or individual who has been ridiculed and 
ostracized.   Unfortunately, some have even lost or taken their own lives because 
society is not accepting.  We are all human beings and we all have a right, a purpose and an 
interest.  Mary believed it and lived to the end fighting for it.  She had the foresight to know 
education could bring change and with her knowledge she became an advocate for social justice. 

Argument

May McLeod Bethune’s attitudes toward her culture and her era can only be expressed as the gateway to indispensible freedoms of today. She leaves behind a prayer for all mankind in a passage from her "Last Will and Testament": I leave you love. I leave you hope. I leave you the challenge of developing confidence in one another. I leave you a thirst for education. I leave you a respect for the use of power. I leave you faith. I leave you racial dignity. I leave you a desire to live harmoniously with your fellow men. I leave you, finally, a responsibility to our young people. Laying out the principles by which she had led her life to future generations she stressed her legacy of love for others, hope for the future, a thirst for education, respect for the uses of power, faith in God, belief in racial dignity, the challenge of developing confidence in blacks and black institutions, a desire to live harmoniously with all races, and everyone's responsibility to the young.
In a world ravaged by fear and uncertainties a young woman favoring conciliation over confrontation in her struggle for black equality in an era of segregation, Mary McLeod Bethune’s leadership style focused on negotiating and cooperating with white leaders to improve the inferior status and economic impoverishment of blacks in American life. By presenting the public image of a non-threatening woman to white audiences, she appealed to their conscience and sense of fair play while clearly expressing her vision of racial equality.
Mary had her first intellectual exposure to whites, through educational opportunities teaching her that cooperation between the races was possible and that skin color had nothing to do with intelligence. "Once inside the walls of the college there are neither blacks nor whites, only ladies and gentlemen," Bethune told the Literary Digest. Mary McLeod Bethune's tenure was marked by her ceaseless attempts to project a positive image of black women. Mary was focused on activities against segregation and discrimination toward black women, though pragmatically accepting segregation as an unfortunate reality, she nevertheless insisted upon equal, albeit often separate, consideration of blacks in all agency activities and programs, she persisted in seeking for all blacks, especially women, educational and economic opportunities. Through her work with national women's clubs and in the federal government, she tirelessly advocated the advancement of the black race. 
In 1935through hard work and perseverance she founded and served as president, until 1949, of the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW)--the largest and most resilient federation of black women's organizations. The NCNW proposed to collect, interpret, and disseminate information concerning the activities of black women. The leaders also desired "to develop competent and courageous leadership among Negro women and effect their integration and that of all Negro people into the ... life of their communities." To work toward these ends, NCNW leaders founded the African American Woman's Journal, dedicated to achieving the outlawing of the Poll Tax, the development of a Public Health Program, an Anti-lynching Bill, the end of discrimination in the Armed Forces, Defense Plants, Government Housing Plants and finally that Negro History be taught in the Public Schools of the country”. 
Mary McLeod Bethune was not only black but also a black female who could of filled her heart with justifiable hatred towards whites and her everyday struggles, but she saw beyond her reality and into the future for all blacks and whites alike.  She held hope inside her heart for all mankind.
Continued education thought the ages has proven to increase awareness thought the world not only about past slavery and segregation but to currant similar issues thought many countries today.  Awareness of such unethical injustices can be rectified though persistent and dedicated involvement within our time.  Such continued actions as demonstrated though undaunted leadership by Mary McLeod Bethune and a many other brave men and women have laid down the foundation for future global achievements.  


Fabby’s Relation
Mary McLeod’s story was very powerful, and has had a profound influence 
on me.  Mary’s challenge came with being an African American during a time when slavery was 
still viewed as acceptable by society, and segregation was a way of life.  However, it was these 
challenges that invoked in Mary the desire, and determination to become educated, and work 
towards racial equality.  Mary became the vestige of hope for other African American 
individuals.
	Mary’s perseverance has undoubtedly made an impact on my life today. Currently, we 
have a President who is African American and highly educated, his leadership affects my
life and, the future of my family.  In addition, I am as well as others able to freely attend the 
college of my choice, and fortunate to live amongst various groups of diverse cultures.  
These barriers which have been crossed by those before us allows me to engage in relationships 
personal and or professional with individuals of different racial ethnicity.  
	I view attending college as a privilege and will continue to work towards my goals with 
the hope of helping others. I will accept my challenges along the way viewing them as 
opportunities to enrich my life and those around me.   In addition, I will continue to stand up for 
equality in our society.  I believe we are all entitled to equal rights and we must not be 
ambivalent in our thoughts for justice. Mary welcomed her challenges during a very tumultuous 
time but yet never became tenuous in her efforts to obtain her goals and views for social fairness.
	 


Alma’s Relation
	There are many important historical figures that have worked hard to overcome obstacles and enact change. Mary McLeod Bethune is one of them. Born to former slaves Bethune faced many different limitations when it came to getting an education, justice, equality or any kind opportunity that was given to white folks. From the time she was a little girl her main focus was making a change for her ethnic group in society. Bethune was someone who was persistent and did not see giving up as an option; she went forward even when barriers tried stopping her and in doing so Bethune accomplished what she had set out to do in the first place.
Bethune left a major impact after her life but she has also brought a huge impact to our lives today. Back in Bethune’s childhood African American people couldn’t read and didn’t have educations but because of her fight, today we have African American Teachers who educate us. Back then white folks were considered the only ones with success and wealth. Present day, we have many African American who are successful in many different fields. We even had our first black president in office. 
Mary McLeod Bethune made a big impact on African American’s ranking with the white’s in society, among others. Thanks to her today we are surrounded with different ethnic groups at schools and work places other than our own.
Bethune saw education as a way to make a change in the world around her, and I can relate myself to her in the way that I also see change through completing my education. Passing my bar exam to become a prosecuting attorney will allow me to change not only the lives of people around criminals but the way criminals live their lives. One day I hope to make a big impact in our justice system and in our courts. 
Maddy’s Relation
Through the ages from Mary McLeod Bethune’s era to mine many civil rights and to the everyday life styles have significantly changed do to her unwavering courage to stand up against controversial adversaries. As a Cuban American female, at first glance before I researched Mary McLeod Bethune, I myself didn’t see any impact able situations or any ways she could affect my life given that we’re both from two different cultures and eras. Since going through the research I have found that because of her bravery and perseverance, those in my lineage were given many civil rights and freedoms that everyday American’s sometimes take for granted, me included. In doing this research I have discovered genealogical African American ties to my Cuban American heritage. I found a quote Mary McLeod Bethune stated, which to me shows a potential reality of a possible future for my culture if suggested changes had not been made.
“There can be no divided democracy, no class government, no half-free county, under the constitution. Therefore, there can be no discrimination, no segregation, no separation of some citizens from the rights which belong to all... We are on our way. But these are frontiers which we must conquer... We must gain full equality in education ...in the franchise... in economic opportunity, and full equality in the abundance of life.” 
Without her vision and efforts, the possibility of not being able to go to school and furthering my education, or maybe someday owning my own home would not be. Indirectly affecting me but potentially affecting my ancestors by pushing forward the importance of healthcare for blacks as well as promoting healthy lifestyles and behaviors through wellness projects. Through the generations and continued efforts from the many different but very dedicated organizations, such injustices and inhumane treatment can someday be completely abolished.
Jacob’s Relation
I feel that the youth of today have lost focus of how important education is and how education impacts their lives in the future. The use of technology such as cell phones, social networks and I pods have distracted today’s youth. The priorities of people have changed today because we care more about our technology. 
Today’s youth have very few positive role models. The entertainment industry has become more lenient. The youth of today are influenced by songs on the radio and music videos, the worst is rap music. The things people hear or see is very different from even when my parents were my age. 
To help people today the entertainment industry needs to monitor more closely what is available through the first amendment we have freedom of speech, but today’s youth is bombarded with too much, too soon. 
Raquel’s Relation
Mary McLeod was born back in the 1800’s but her impact in people’s life has continued to impress people even in our time. I personally as I learn of her history and how she came to be one of the most successful people, it has really made an impact in my life. I strongly believe that we, like Mary McLeod can help our self become a legend for our time. Mary’s dedication on helping others and being heard has given me the strength to stand up for what I want in life. Her courage to continue fighting for a better system and women rights really made a change for African Americans’ and others today. She is a perfect example of what we can become if we focus on what we want in life. Personally it has given me an open mind of what I need to do to become who I want to be and how I want to be remembered in life. 
My goal is to continue my education and remember that life will come with struggles but if we endure to the end, we will accomplish whatever we set our minds to do. In every century there is challenges, today we might not have all the challenges that Mary went through but we do face others that could interfere with becoming the master student we have already chosen to be at this time. Reading her story has encouraged me to keep going and not give up. There is always opportunities out there that can help me stay in school and become someone. Even if it takes me a while, but having that set mind to make my goal and be known not only for my achievements. Being known as some that didn’t give up and finish my education. That is what our legend is going to be for our families and they too will someday need the encouragement from our trials and accomplishments. 
Success is measure in different levels but the most import of that is still success. We might not be able to accomplish all that this wonderful person did but the most important is that we continue and not give up. If a person that had greater challenges could still continue to find ways to help others and herself, we too can in our time. I have a lot of respect for Mary McLeod and for the great example she was and still is today. 



Conclusion
As we can conclude this project we have all learned and taken a huge part of her life to our hearts. She was truly a great example of leadership and what a master student should be. Her strong faith and courage was a great impact for all her accomplishments. As we continue with our education to become the master student we will remember to have faith in ourselves and not give up which Mary McLeod Bethune demonstrated throughout her lifetime achievements. 
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